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With the passing of Québécois filmmaker Jean-Marc Vallée this past

Christmas, Canadian film lost one of its boldest and most honoured

talents. A skillful craftsman with an uncompromising vision, Vallée was

renowned for his ability to draw authentic, heartfelt performances from

actors, including A-list stars like Reese Witherspoon, Nicole Kidman,

Amy Adams, Matthew McConaughey, and Jake Gyllenhaal. To honour

the filmmaker, 2022 KCFF includes a special retrospective screening of

Vallée’s feature film C.R.A.Z.Y. (2005) which won KCFF’s People’s Choice

Award in 2006. This digital booklet is a complementary tribute focusing

on Jean-Marc Vallée’s work and the crazy success story of his C.R.A.Z.Y. 
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Music videos (1980s)

Short Films (1990s)

Vallée was one of the directors on
Les Productions Perfo 30's
master-plan to produce 30 music
videos in 30 days in August 1985.
He directed captivating music
videos for five songs, including
Glockenspiel’s Odeline and Wild
Touch’s My Chick Is In My Bed.

(1995) Black List
(1998) Los Locos
(1999) Loser Love
(2005) C.R.A.Z.Y.
(2009) Young Victoria
(2011) Café de Flore 
(2013) Dallas Buyers Club 
(2014) Wild 
(2015) Demolition

Feature Films

HBO Limited Series

(1991) Stereotypes
(1995) Magical Flowers
(1998) Magical Words

In his critically acclaimed short
films, Vallée explored what will
become on of the recurring
themes in his work: the troubled
relationship between parents and
children. 

(2017 - 2019) Big Little Lies
(2018) Sharp Objects

The first season of Big Little Lies
received 16 Primetime Emmy
Award nominations and won
eight, including Outstanding
Limited Series, a directing award
for Vallée.

The Work of Jean-Marc Vallée
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primetime_Emmy_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primetime_Emmy_Award_for_Outstanding_Limited_Series
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primetime_Emmy_Award_for_Outstanding_Directing_for_a_Limited_Series,_Movie,_or_Dramatic_Special


C.R.A.Z.Y. is Jean-Marc Vallée’s fourth
film, and the first one where he
demonstrated all his versatility as a
storyteller and filmmaker. A colourful,
coming-of-age, and coming-out
rollercoaster film, C.R.A.Z.Y. makes us
laugh as much as it makes us cry.

Vallée started working on the script for C.R.A.Z.Y. with his friend and
collaborator François Boulay, drawing from their childhood experiences of
growing up in Québec during the Quiet Revolution.  “I worked on it around
my other jobs for 4 years, spent a year living on my credit cards and loans,
and then another 3 years working on it. When I tried to get producers to
make the film people were scared, saying they thought it was too big for
Québec and French, that it looked like an American film. It was hard to
convince the established producers to come on board and produce with
me.”

Luckily, Vallée was persistent in making his dream project come true.
C.R.A.Z.Y. was a success in Canada and abroad, winning numerous major
accolades: 10 Genie awards, 12 Prix Jutra, Golden Reel Award as the highest-
grossing Canadian film of the year; the Billet d'Or as the highest-grossing
film in Québec; and the Prix Jutra for the Most Successful Film Outside
Québec two years in a row. C.R.A.Z.Y. also gained Vallée an entrée to
Hollywood, where he made hits such as Dallas Buyers Club (2013) and Wild
(2014).

It took Vallée almost 10 years to complete C.R.A.Z.Y.

In Focus: C.R.A.Z.Y.
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In an interview on CBC News, the
executive director of Reel Canada, Jack
Blum, pointed out that: "C.R.A.Z.Y.
exploded onto the Canadian and
international scene […] It’s so original and
unique, it’s such an amazing analysis of
family and Québec identity and personal
identity and it had an enormous impact[…]
It is named one of the most important, top
ten Canadian films of all time. I think that
really is the one that he will be
remembered for." 

C.R.A.Z.Y. is one of the

top ten Canadian films

of all time



 Music in

C.R.A.Z.Y.
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Music was central to Jean-Marc Vallée’s
artistic vision, especially in C.R.A.Z.Y.
He was so determined to get the tracks
that he felt were essential for the film
that he voluntarily deferred his
director and co-producer fees, totalling
around $600,000, to cover the
substantial cost of music rights. Vallée
said, "I wanted the right tracks to find
the mood in the film. I listened to that
music a lot when I was writing the
script, and it’s music I grew up
listening to. With music like that, Pink
Floyd, the Stones, and Bowie from the
UK it's international, it belongs to the
planet. It was ninety percent of the
music my friends were listening to."

Vallée: "I always wanted to be

a rock-star"

PINK FLOYD

THE CURE
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How much do you know about

C.R.A.Z.Y.?

Across
2. Paul asks Zac to do this with him
5. What does Zac's mother use to toast the bread with? 
8. The last word of David Bowie's song that teenage Zac
sings to.
9. Zac was born on this holiday. 
11. What's the name of the artist whose record Zac breaks
as a child?
13. Last name of the artist whose song the father always
sings 
14. What kind of a game does Zac get from his parents
for Christmas? 
15. The last name of the artist on the cover of Time
magazine in Zac's room 
16. Name of Zac's cousin who drops out of school to
pursue dancing

Down 

1. Zac's medical condition 
3. Name of Zac's father 
4. Zac's Christmas gift in 1975 
6. Zac takes a trip to this city after a fallout with
his father 
7. Last word of Pink Floyd's song we hear when
teenage Zac first appears 
10. Nickname of the lady who believes Zac is
gifted 
12. What is Zac's family name? 
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About the Editors
Jung-Ah Kim and Bojana Babić are  
Ph.D. students in Screen Cultures
and Curatorial Studies at Queen’s
University. They are filmmakers
whose works have been shown
across North America, Europe and
South Korea. In 2021 they moved 
 to Kingston as international
students and look forward to
engaging with the local film
community. 
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